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» ADMINISTRATION .

- CaNCATIONS Dear Parent/Guardian:

« INTERVENTION & . . e . . ,
PREVENTION PROGRAME The beginning of the school year is an exciting time for your child filled with

« PuaLIc Poucy new opportunities and experiences. As your District Attorney, and a mother,

- LEGISLATION I understand that students may face challenges throughout the year that can

« VIOTIM WITHESS BUREAU impact their education. It is important to me that my office works closely

with our schools to ensure your family’s health end safety. These

-::::::nsmn collaborative efforts include discussing the importance of consistent
SUPERIOR COURT participation in school for your child’s continued success.

+» FRAMINGHAM REGION
fm‘:;::" School is a safe space for children to learn, grow and thrive. When a

" SUPERIOR COURT student’s education is interrupted due to failure to attend school or tardiness,

« MALDEN REGION it can significantly affect their academic prospects and social/emotional well-
SUPERIOA COURT being., Chronic absenteeism is associated with lower academic achievement
- levels, decreased se]f-csteem, increased dropout rates and even diminished

. ApreALs & TRANING employment potential,

gg;:::: " Parents and guardians of children, as well as students themselves, have a
PROTECTION responsibility to ensure that their attendance at school is regular and timely.

+ HOMIGIDE & UNSOLVED If a student is exhibiting challenges with attendance, the school is required

+ SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS by law to intetvene, including notifying the parent or guardian and
REGIONAL OFFICES developing a plan together to address the issue. When necessary, the school

- Wosortt may also solicit assistance from the Court or the Department of Chlldren and

« FRAMINGHAM Families to provide support,

+ LoweLL

Enclosed you will find a summary of the laws pertaining to truancy and
DISTRIGT CouRT OFFicEs attendance. We encourage you to review this as well as your school’s
+ AYER policy. Please feel free to contact the principal of your child’s school should

f;o”:';:::e you wish to discuss this information further.

« FRAMINGHAM . . . . .

+ LOWELL It is my hope that together, we support our children in reaching their full

« MALDEN potential. Best wishes for a successful school year!

» MARLBOROUGH

+ NEwToN Smcerely,

» SOMERVILLE

» WALTHAM 0

- WoBURN —— s
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TRUANCY AND ATTENDANCE
Information FOR PARENTS AND GUARDIANS
One of the keys to academic achievement is good attendance. Consistent participation in
school and school-based activitles is imporiant for making a successful transition from youth to
adulthood. Tardiness and truancy are the first indicators that a student may be experlencing
stress or other difficulties in his or her life. Massachusetts laws pertaining to attendance are
deslgned to protect children and ensure that they are safe and productive,

The following Is a summary of some of the Massachusetts General Laws pertaining to
attendance:

Schaol Aftendance ‘

Chapter 76, section 1 of the Massachusetts General Laws states that all ¢hildren between the ages of
six and slxteen must attend school. A school distrlot may excuse up to seven day sesslons or fourteen
half day sessions in any perlod of six months. In addition o this law, each school may have Its own
attendance policy with which parents/guardians should be famliiar,

Motiflcatlon and Contact Information

Chapter 76, section 1A of the Massachusetts General Laws states that parentsfguardians must be
provided each year with the Instructions for calling a deslgnated phone number at a deslgnated tima {o
inform the school of the absence of a student and the reason for the absence, In addition,
parents/guardians must provide the.school with a home, work or other emergency telephone number so
that they may be contacted during the school day so the school may call and Inquire about said
absence,

Supervisor of Attendanca

Chapter 76, section 19 of the Massachusetts General Laws states that each school committes must
employ a supervisor of attendance. A supervisor of attendance has the power to apprehend and take to
school any child who Is truant and Is required to investigate all cases where a child in the district falls to
aitend school.

CRA (Child Requiring Asslstance) Appllcation

Under Chapter 119 of the Acts of 2012, Governor Patrick slgned an amendment Into law that changes Children
in Need of Services ("CHINS") to Famllies and Children Engaged In Services ("FACES"). This modification
impacts schools with ragard to the filing of FACES applications. A *CRA" (Child Requiring Asslstance)
application may be flled In court by a school district if a schooi-aged child who is "habitually truant,” that is, who
willfully fails to attend school for more than elght school days ih a quarter, or who repeatedly fails to cbey the
lawful and reasonable reguiations of his or her school. The Court's authority pursuant to & CRA peatition
Includes the power to place the child In the custody of the state agenoy known as the Department of Children
and Famllles.

B1A

A B1A is a raport of suspected child abuse or neglect that Is filed with the Department of Social
Services. Under Chapler 119, saction 51A of the Massachusatts Ganeral Laws, a report can be filed on
behalf of a child under the age of eighteen for educational neglect if a child Is not attending school on a
regular basls.

Parental Responsibllity

Parents or guardians are legally responsible for ensuring that a child under thelr control attends schonl
daily. ItIs a crime for a vesponsible parent or guardlan not to cause such a child to attend school. Ifa
child falls to attend school for seven day sesslons or fourteen half day sessions within any six month
period, the supervisor of attendance may file a criminal complaint In court against the responsible
parent/guardian. ‘

Inducing Absences
[tis a crime to Induce or attempt to induce a minor to miss school, or untawfully to employ or to harbor a
minor who should be In school,




